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In this book, Dr. Michael Youssef
shares seven steps he encourages every new
believer to take to ensure that his or her
walk with the Lord gets off to a good start.
From Bible study to prayer to being quick to
forgive, all are steps every believer should
practice every day while living a life for
Christ. They’re the basics that form a firm
foundation for a Christian’s faith adventure.



Seven Steps
in Your Faith
Adventure

Most people love a party! They take
great joy in getting together with people
they love to celebrate a milestone in their
own or someone else's life-a birthday
or anniversary, a graduation day, an
engagement or wedding, the birth of a
baby, a celebration related to a new job, or
a promotion, a successful new venture, or
retirement, a bon voyage party for a trip...
most people don't need much of a reason
to celebrate!

Are you aware that Heaven has a party
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when a lost sinner comes to know Christ
Jesus as his or her Savior? Jesus said,
"There will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance"
(Luke 15:7). He also said, "There is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents" (Luke 15:10). What a
happy time it was in Heaven the moment you
accepted Jesus as your Savior and received
His free gift of eternal salvation and the
presence of the Holy Spirit into your life!

In the Middle East, weddings are a very big
deal-as they are in virtually every country. A
wedding is the ultimate party, a time of music
and singing, feasting, gift-giving, and great
celebrating. Are you aware that God rejoices
over His new relationship with you like a
bridegroom at his wedding? The Bible says,
"As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so
shall your God rejoice over you" (Isaiah 62:5).
Now friend, that's happiness!

You no doubt felt that happiness of
Heaven, as well as the happiness of fellow
Christians you know, at the time you were
born again. Peter said this about those who
come to believe in Jesus Christ as their
Savior, "...You greatly rejoice with joy
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inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as
the outcome of your faith the salvation of
your souls" (1 Peter 1:8). Everything about
our salvation is glorious and joyous.

But what about the day after you accept
Christ? What then?

In the natural world, the day after a
big celebration can be a "downer," a time
of let-down. But that isn't true for the new
believer!

The day after you accept Christ Jesus is
a day for even greater joy as you step out in
a new life. The day after you accept Christ
Jesus is the day your adventure in faith truly
begins. Now comes the time for you to grow
in Christ-and with growth, you will find that
your joy deepens, matures, and becomes
greater than anything you ever imagined.

There are seven steps I encourage every
new believer to take to make sure his life
in Christ gets off to a good start. These
same steps, by the way, are steps that every
believer should continue to take every day of
his life. They are the basics that form a firm
foundation for a Christian's faith adventure.
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Step 1:
READ YOUR BIBLE
EVERY DAY.

One of the most important things for
you to know as a believer is what God says
to you. It's not enough to know what your
pastor says or a television evangelist may
say or other Christians say. You need to
know what God says. His message to you is
the message of the Bible.

The Bible is God's love letter to you. In it,
God tells you how much He cares for you and
what He desires to provide for you. The Bible
tells how God desires to protect you, as His
beloved child, from evil-the commandments of
God were not given to restrict God's children
from having fun, but rather, to protect God's
children from those things that cause physical,
emotional, and spiritual harm. The Bible tells
how God has worked in the lives of men and
women through the ages, which is how God
desires to work in your life today.

Many people have found that they had
difficulty in understanding the Bible before
they were saved-but after they were saved,
it was as if someone had tampered with
their Bible. Suddenly they could understand
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the meaning of what they were reading! I
believe that same thing will happen for you.
There are some things in the Bible that are
only fully understood by those who have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior.

It is very important that you read a Bible
that is easy for you to read-in language that
is plain. There are many fine translations
and versions of the Bible available. I suggest
you go to a Christian bookstore and look
at several versions. Spend a little time
discovering which translation you enjoy
reading the most. A good chapter to read in
various versions is Luke 15.

Then, begin to read your Bible every
day. Why daily? Just as your body needs
good nutrition every day, your spirit needs
good nutrition! Feed on God's Word as if it
is spiritual food for your soul-indeed, it is!

Before you read, pray and ask God to
help you understand the meaning of what
you are about to read including how to
apply what you read to your life...right now.
As you read, ask yourself, "What does this
mean for the situation and circumstance I
am facing right now? How can I put this
information to use?"
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After you end your reading for the day, pray
and ask the Lord to help you remember what
you have read and to do what you have felt
God wants you to do. The Bible tells us that
God wants us to be "doers" of the word, not
only "hearers" of it (James 1:22).

One of the best ways to read your Bible
is to read it aloud. Reading aloud helps you
remember what you read. It also helps you
concentrate on your reading and to learn
more from what you read.

In the beginning of your new life in Christ
Jesus, you should concentrate on reading
the Gospels, the first four books of the New
Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Focus especially on what Jesus said and did.
Then read the Acts of the Apostles, Romans,
and 1 John.

As you grow in Christ, branch out and
read from all parts of the Bible. I personally
use The Daily Bible in Chronological Order
for my daily Bible reading.* There are other
versions of the Bible that are broken down
into daily readings so that over the course
of a year, you have read the entire Bible.
Whatever format you choose, make sure you
read all parts of the Bible.

11

o i O sy “SLuadll QUSIE 8 Lana] Al
el 51 ll o llaly Ja clansall 3¢l
ol o1 s Lo i o ey (5158 Lo S5 e
OS5 o Ge llay uadll GESIG L adads ] oy
Ulay) Lii (sl syme ¥ LKIL (cploles

(YY) s

81,8 & Luadll LS 3618 okl JLndl ey
Sle Lol duelos WS wia L S0 of e
158 Las ST alal ()] ey eficl 3 & 5 Al

i s pieall (8 Bnaall oBila Ll
les T 0 da ¥ b1 50153 e 355 0
S5 - Lasns Bsls Gulyes ho B csaall agall
31 a5 adad Loy pomnr 8 Lo e Lald Zicay
ULy ngy Dy whonyll Sl i ll3 sny
s Lags

eBie |58 (g it O iy ol | 3 5033 3

paiina] Gaai BT ol GBS l3a] JS 3
Al ey el GBI el S8
slelyi I Lalde AT olaayi dlsg . el
S il QU 15 ) i Suns aas,
51 il 0,3 il JSall IS Lagray s Sn
il | CUSI ¢ 15a ] U T35 &l 5 g0 ol ST

AR



A good daily reading should include several
passages from different parts of the Bible.
Some people read a couple of chapters of
the Old Testament, one or two chapters of
Psalms, a chapter of Proverbs, a couple of
chapters from the Gospels (Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John), and a couple of chapters
from the other books of the New Testament.
That is a very good balanced reading and

it will only take 15 OR 20 minutes for the
average reader-about the same length of
time as a meal.

The more you read your Bible, the
more you are going to experience a
renewal of your mind (see Romans 12:2).
Old attitudes, old beliefs, and old "mental
habits" are going to be changed. You are
going to experience a new way of thinking
and responding to the world-and in two
words, you are going to start thinking and
responding "God's way." To think and
respond to life God's way is to see as Jesus
saw, hear as Jesus heard, and to act as Jesus
acted. Jesus' life was a life without sin and
with exceedingly great joy, purpose, and
blessing! Can there be any better way to live
than to live as Jesus lived?
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To discover more about the importance
God places upon Bible reading, read Psalm
119. This long psalm is almost entirely
devoted to the benefits of reading, studying,
and knowing God's Word.

Step 2:
PRAY OFTEN

Prayer is not only making requests to
God. In fact, the Bible calls us to enter God's
presence with praise and thanksgiving (see
Psalm 100:4). Thank God for all that He
has done for you, including your salvation.
Praise God for all that He is to you. Jesus
taught His disciples to begin their prayers by
praying, "Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be
Your name" (see Matthew 6:9). To "hallow"
the name of the Lord is to make it holy-to
recall the many ways in which the Lord is
all-powerful, all wise, ever present, and all
loving. It is to praise God for being your
protector, provider, comforter, counselor,
healer, deliverer, and friend. You will find
that the more you praise and thank the Lord,
the greater the Lord looms in your heart and
mind, and the more your problems diminish
in comparison to Him.

13

ale alll juu Sl e e KT Cainss <y

peelilly BUT Hsaddl 1581 Guadll QU 30,8

158 bl BE Gavade Jashll el 1ia .yt
clll Lol Lyang Loalyug 86,8

L) 5 glall

55 Jo

o ell Sl s sy L3 a3 Y S50l

NESCRVY R RO PRV PRT I R A g PN
(8 Ve pere) pmaseailly aanlly alll ias I
3 L e i L JS JaY dlll St ol
e sl i el g Lo JS Ja¥ il sanl elosla
L}L;I» HJJ'L Hjbl..a |3¢|.s..s:| ol PRIV, Vo § s
e dim a ) el usid ol panall 3 53l
Jans o Laline “clacal usid” 5,Lalls (4 1
5550 L il 8,800 3l S0 g+ L
S casmll ailss Aall 5K 5 ,ull K i
).m.'_g celiang g&]l_,.mq.}y qu;SJI gi Ll
oyagy ebhddng elaiaiyy cehiayy elilalial
Iiaa @asy) LK Gl aad gy ool Gaan 4l
i oL spmss el o3l ol IS
L BRI L. el s Lag ellic

\Y



In your prayer time every day; confess to
the Lord that you have sinned. Own up to the
ways in which you have failed to do what you
knew to do or in which you rebelled and did
what you knew not to do. The Bible promises
us, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Just
as we need to bathe daily, we need to cleanse
our souls daily by confessing our sin and
receiving God's forgiveness.

After you have enjoyed a time of praise
before the Lord, and have confessed your
sins and received the Lord's forgiveness, be
bold in bringing your needs-and the needs
of your loved ones-to the Lord. To pray is to
"petition" the Lord, to ask God to act on your
behalf or someone else's behalf in a way
that is for your eternal benefit. It is always
good to pray for a lost person to come to
know Christ Jesus as his or her Savior. If you
wonder what else to pray for another person,
I recommend that you read the prayer of Paul
the apostle in Colossians 1:9-12. That is a
wonderful prayer that is right for everybody.
Pray it for yourself as well!

The Lord answers our prayers, but not
always as we anticipate or would like. His

14

(AT el ol el s S ebidlen iy 3

P TSP RN JES Y- PRY PP JEN - LAfL;J;;L|
o 61 G5 L leni crnmes @, Lok 5 calais
il S Gy sl s 5 elle i o5
6 ks i Joley cpal seb Ll el ol
BT LSy (30 00) 03] US o Uiy LLad
Gk ) £ 50 B Ll ] ek ) s
L 1 iy By e s Gags s

plol il gy catdinl 18 06 51 aayg
palliy el lyie cldy bbby cdjiels o)l
Ol oo Dlall . bibal olalialy whlalial o)
;,‘u@__mgi e lee “Guatl” 5T ol ) Jeass
2993 Byl AT ot e Ll ol clie LS s
Ja¥ s T GS1o S Gpas g 5l elide
el 4y ¢ g pannall b S L e
Ja¥ alls AT et o G Jolui e 13)s
ol Iyl 83s 1,8 (] clawall Sl AT add
S AL e VY -4 ulac¥ Iy Jj;fl ol i
LSt IS ol Al 33l g ¢ gl S S
.L;iaid@@ysmug&;m:om:ﬁ

S0 Y sl (S Ll phead Cnieas L)1 )
\¥3



nn nn

answers to us are "yes," "no," "not now,"
and "if...then...." Trust God to give you the
answer that will be the very best for you and
for all others around you, not only in the
immediate moment, but for all eternity.

Ask the Holy Spirit every day to lead
and guide you away from all temptations to
sin. Ask Him to protect you from evil. Ask
the Lord to provide for you the things you
need daily, not only the material things but
the emotional and spiritual things you need.
Ask Him to create in you the character of
Christ Jesus.

It is wonderful to spend time alone with
the Lord-but it is also wonderful to pray
with others. Find a prayer meeting or a
prayer group in which you can be involved
on a regular basis. There is great benefit for
you in praising and praying with others.

Ask other believers in Christ Jesus to
join you in praying about specific needs in
your life. Jesus said, "If two of you agree
on earth concerning anything that they ask,
it will be done for them by My Father in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered
together in My name, I am there in the midst
of them" (Matthew 18:19-20).
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Don't give up in your prayers. The
Bible says, "The effective, fervent prayer
of a righteous man avails much" (James
5:16 NKJV).

You will find that the more time you
spend in prayer, the closer you will feel to
the Lord, the more peace and confidence
you will feel, and the more you will feel His
presence leading and guiding you day by day.
Paul wrote to the Philippians, "Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God; and the peace
of God, which surpasses all comprehension,
will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). What joy lies
ahead for you as you walk in the paths that He
has for you to walk!

To discover more about prayer, read
Matthew 6:5-13, Psalm 5:3, 1 Thessalonians
5:16-18, and Colossians 1:9-12. I also
invite you to order a copy of my new book,
The Prayer That God Answers. It is a very
practical workbook on prayer that is based
upon the Lord's Prayer.
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Step 3:

SHARE YOUR FAITH WITH
OTHERS

Your salvation is good news-and it's
too good to keep to yourself! Look for
opportunities every day in which you
can bring up the name of the Lord in
conversation. At times, you may find
yourself saying, "Praise the Lord" when
something good comes your way or you
hear good news. Sometimes, you may find
yourself drawn to someone who is hurting.
Let that person know that God loves him
and that God wants to help him. Simple
acts such as these often open the way to
telling a person how he can receive Christ
in his life or how he can receive God's help
in a crisis. Be bold in telling others that
Jesus wants to forgive their sins and that
He died on the cross to make it possible for

them to receive forgiveness and eternal life.

The Bible tells us, "He who wins souls is
wise" (Proverbs 11:30).

Jesus said, "Whoever confesses Me
before men, him I will also confess before
My Father who is in heaven" (Matthew
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10:32). Just think! When you speak up about
the Lord Jesus to another person, Jesus
speaks up about you to our heavenly Father.
Isn't it wonderful to think that Jesus and the
Father are talking about you today?

Your witness for Christ Jesus on this
earth is not limited to what you say about
the Lord. It includes all your acts of loving,
generous service to others. Choose to turn
yourself "inside out" in giving to those who
are in need. You will find that the more you
smile at others, the more they will smile
at you. The more kindness you show to
others, the more kindness you will receive.
The more you make yourself available to
those in need, the more joy you will feel in
your own life, and the greater your sense of
purpose and fulfillment in life will be.

People are not only listening to what you
say as a Christian, they are watching what
you do. Jesus said, "You are the light of the
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it
gives light to all who are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:14-16).
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Believe me-in this dark world,
everybody needs to see a person who is a
genuine light for the Lord!

To discover more about sharing your
faith, read Isaiah 61:1-3. These words of the
prophet that were fulfilled by Jesus outline
our challenge as believers today to reach lost
and hurting people with the "good news" of
God's love, mercy, presence, and provision.
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Step 4:

ENJOY CONSISTENT
FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER
CHRISTIANS.

Get involved in the church you attend.
Regular church attendance is only the
beginning. You need to be in church, not
only for the friendship that others Christians
can give to you, but to unite with other
Christians in praise and prayer and to hear
the Word of God preached with power and
conviction. The Bible tells us, "Faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God"
(Romans 10:17). The preached Word of God
and the testimonies of other Christians are
methods God uses to build your faith.

To be involved in a church means getting
involved in a small group to study the Bible,
pray, or to participate in some form of
outreach ministry to others. A small group of
believers becomes an accountability group
for you regarding your faith walk and your
growth in Christ Jesus. Every Christian-
no matter how new or mature-needs to be
accountable to the Body of Christ as a whole.
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A small group provides a means of support
to help you through difficult times. It provides
a means of gaining answers when you have
questions or encouragement when you have
doubts. It provides you an opportunity to give
to others, not only receive. I cannot encourage
you enough to become involved in your
church at the small-group level. It is a key to
your continuing steadfast in your Christian
walk and to your experiencing the greatest
amount of joy possible in your faith!

To discover more about the importance
God places on having fellowship with
other believers, read Hebrews 10:24-25,
Colossians 3:15-17, 1 Peter 3:8-9, and
1Peter 4:9-10.
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Step 5:
BECOME A GIVER.

The Bible teaches a standard for
financial giving-the tithe, or ten percent. Let
me share a secret with you about the tithe.
The number ten in the Bible is the number
used for "increase." We are to give to the
Lord from the increase we experience in our
lives; the Lord, in turn, uses our giving to
"increase" us! You cannot outgive God. And
friend, there's great joy in that. What you
give is multiplied by God and given back to
you in the very form you need it the most.
Jesus taught, "Give, and it will be given to
you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over. For by your
standard of measure it will be measured to
you in return" (Luke 6:38).

The more generously you give, the more
abundantly you will receive. And Jesus
came to give us an abundant life-one that is
overflowing in the full richness of heaven's
bounty (see John 10:10). The Bible tells
us that those who are regular tithers will
experience the windows of heaven opened
to them to the extent that "there will not be
room enough to receive" the blessings God

22

Lewalal] 3 gkl

s
w25
loall Sl 51 ol e usill QUSI ola)

LT oo LU 35 e T udiall 525 ¢gulll
Bl S 8 5yt 03, o - petall e e
S i LAl T 8Ll iad Jasias o3 58
il b Loy 1 Sulll e ol o
¥ el byl T Lele aniiag syem ol
CAIEA Ban Ly elhall 8 alll 3585 o1 (Ko
Toalys ielat eladd L ,a¥l Jia 3 ailie
oyt il Yl Gudts (g,AT sﬁgfuu_L,.j., ol
skl Tghely 00 g gon ale wily .alicl udy
pSLaal (8 (sl LESG 55 1ke I2a LS
i) S s shS5 0 il ST iy
(TA A g

L0 i b oK Ga e oK LK

oAl Slaa . Juadl Slaa Lalany (g s el il
Lings i panl) gsbonadl e laeall &I il
il il T o Guadll QUSH Gpuang (Ve 2 Y
ol olsadl (668 738 G50y sedall aads 3
Sl pnit B Leae (paas ¥ 1 da
Al Ol ds ks dlld Gl agale panss Al ol

Yy



pours out. Not only that, but the Lord will
"rebuke the devourer"-the enemy of our
souls who seeks to steal, kill, and destroy-
on behalf of those who give faithfully to the
Lord's storehouse (see Malachi 3:10-11).

Your giving is the key to your receiving.
Give joyfully and cheerfully...literally give
to the point of "hilarity." And then, enjoy the
harvest God provides for you and be grateful
for it. Use that harvest, in turn, to give again
and to give even more. In this way, you
establish an ever-enlarging, upward spiral of
giving and receiving! (See 2 Corinthians 9:7.)

Let me be very frank with you about the
importance God places on your motivation
in giving. Our motivation is not to be the
motivation that we will get something back
from our giving-such a motivation can
easily lead to greedy grasping and a getting-
something-great-for-giving-something-little
mentality. Our motivation for giving must
be rooted in thanksgiving for all God has
given to us. Our motivation must flow out
of our love for God and our desire to see
God's work flourish so that others might
hear the Gospel and come to know Jesus as
their Savior.
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Furthermore, we must be motivated by the
fact that God has given each of us significant
resources-ones we may not even presently
recognize-and He expects us to be good
stewards of those resources. God commands
us to give to His work some of what He has
given us to set in motion the things that God
wants to accomplish on this earth.

We are to give, then, from a thankful
heart, with a desire to obey God and a
willingness to trust God to meet our needs.
We are to give as part of our responsibility
of being one of God's "trustees." It is a
pure motivation for giving that God honors
with great rewards, because God knows
that a person who gives with such motives
will be a person who can be trusted with
material blessings.

To discover more about what the Bible
says about giving and receiving, read
Malachi 3:8-11 and Matthew 13:18-23.
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Step 6:

DAILY SURRENDER YOUR
LIFE TO THE LORD

At this point, you may be thinking, Wow,
Michael. There certainly is a lot that you say
I should DO. I'm not sure I have the time.

Let me quickly assure you that you do
have the time-what I am challenging you to
do is to set new priorities in your life. If you
have been sleeping in on Sunday mornings,
now is the time to make a change and get
involved in a church. If you have been
watching hours of television every day, now
is the time to set aside a half-hour a day to
read your Bible and talk to God. If you have
been overspending your monthly budget
at the mall or in a hobby or recreational
pursuit, now is the time to rearrange your
financial priorities and to give to the Lord
so He can help you find a new balance and
level of prosperity in your life.

Can you still get everything else done?
Yes. Can you still pay all your other bills?
Absolutely. It is a matter of what you put first
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in your life, and the Lord calls you to put
Him first every day. Jesus taught, "Seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you"
(Matthew 6:33).

"But," you may be saying, "I'm not sure
I have the power to do this." The fact is,
you don't have the ability to do this-not in
your own strength and human ability. That is
why the Lord has given you the Holy Spirit.
When you accepted Jesus Christ in your life,
Jesus sent you the Holy Spirit to live in you
to help you. Your will plus the Holy Spirit's
power is true willpower.

Every morning, ask the Holy Spirit
to live in you and to work through you...
to help you with every decision and choice
you make... to help you in every encounter
you have with strangers, co-workers, and
family members...to make you sensitive to
what the Lord desires for you to say and do
in any given situation...to renew your mind
so that you will think and respond as Jesus
would think and respond if He were living
your life today...and to protect you from all
evil influences, people, and experiences.
Surrender your will to His will. Make Jesus'
prayer your prayer, "Not as [ will, but as You
will" (see Matthew 26:39).
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A daily surrendering of your life to
the Lord is a change in your attitude, your
perspective, your focus in life. It is putting
God first. It is establishing “knowing the
Lord” as your top priority. To know the
Lord is to follow the Lord, and to follow the
Lord is to go wherever He leads and to do
whatever He directs you to do.

Never discount or take lightly the fact
that it takes faith and courage to follow the
Lord wherever He leads. Following Christ is
not a walk in the park-it is a faith adventure,
and as is true for all adventures, you are
going to experience times that are difficult,
and perhaps even painful.

It takes faith and courage to say “no” to
the temptation to sin. It also takes faith and
courage to recognize that from time to time,
the Lord is going to “test” you in order to
teach you, train you, and to bring about the
changes He desires to see in your life. The
Lord chastises those He loves in order to
bring them to greater perfection-to remove
certain behaviors and attitudes from their
lives so they will more clearly reflect the
character of Christ Jesus.

Let me quickly reassure you that if you
experience hard times in your Christian walk, or
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even if you falter and give in to sin’s temptation,
you are not in danger of losing your salvation.
Jesus said very clearly, “My sheep hear My
voice, and | know them, and they follow Me.
And I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish; and no one will snatch them out
of My hand. My Father, who has given them

to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My
Father are one” (John 10:27-29). God never
stops loving us, even as He never leaves us

in the condition in which He finds us or from
which He saves us. His loving work in our life
is a perfecting work that brings us closer and
closer to genuine wholeness.

The Lord calls us to be and to do those
things that will bring glory to Him, not
ourselves. It takes faith and courage to push
Satan or our own “self” off the throne of
our lives and allow the Lord to reign as
sovereign King. It takes faith and courage
to turn over the controls of our life to the
One who truly knows where we should be
headed and how best to get there!

The Christian life is not easy street-but
let me quickly assure you of this, there is
no better way, no greater adventure, and no
more fulfilling life on this earth!
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To discover more about the importance Gags ebibia asless Luaal e KT Gjaw Sy

of surrendering your life to Christ daily, read A gy EY YV e XYV L)) T3] el
Jeremiah 7:23, Matthew 26:42, and Romans i (Y- YA
8:28-30.
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Step 7:
BE QUICK TO FORGIVE.

The more you forgive, the more you will
enter into the joy of your own forgiveness
from God. Jesus taught, “Forgive, and you
will be forgiven” (Luke 6:37 NK). Jesus
also said, “If you forgive others for their
transgression, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive
others, then your Father will not forgive
your transgressions” (Matthew 6:14-15).

There is great danger in holding on to
resentment, anger, hatred, and bitterness.
These things eat away at the soul of the
person and rob a person not only of their
joy, but of their effectiveness. Eventually,
they can do great harm to a person’s
body, emotions, and relationships. Anger,
hatred, bitterness, and resentment also sap
a person’s energy and keep a person from
fully experiencing God’s blessings. If you
truly want to be a healthy person and to walk
freely in the Lord’s love, choose to forgive.

As long as you are holding on to
unforgiveness toward a person who has hurt
you, rejected you, or caused you emotional
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pain and sorrow, the more you will remain
focused on and “tied” to that person. Let go!
That’s the only way truly to let God deal with
that person, to heal you, and to help you move
forward in your life with courage, peace of
heart, and a renewed sense of purpose.

Forgiveness is an act of your will. Ask the
Lord to help you forgive. Your will to forgive,
coupled with the Lord’s power, results in true
forgiveness.

Ultimately, forgiveness is a letting go of
the past-it is turning away from all that held
you in sin and bondage, and turning toward
all that produces life and blessing. The apostle
Paul wrote, “I press on so that I may lay hold
of that for which also I was laid hold of by
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself
as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I
do, forgetting what lies behind and reaching
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12-14).

Friend, are you pressing onward and
upward today for the prize that God has for
you? Forgiveness is the key to letting go of
all past hurts and sorrows so you can move
into the fullness of God’s joy, peace, and
love.
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To discover more about forgiveness, read
Ephesians 4:31-32 and Colossians 3:12-14.

Finally
WHAT A FUTURE!

Let me quickly review for you the seven
steps I have given you in this booklet. After
every step, read the benefit of taking that step!

1. Read your Bible every day. That’s your
key to experiencing a renewal of your
mind and to responding to life as Jesus
would respond.

2. Pray often. That’s your key to releasing
joy and peace in your heart, to
developing intimacy with the Lord, and
to seeing your needs met

3. Share your faith with others. That’s
your key to great rewards in eternity,
and to experiencing a deep feeling of
satisfaction and purpose in life.

4. Enjoy consistent fellowship with other
Christians. That’s your key to growing
in faith and to developing genuine
friendships.
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5. Become a giver. That’s your key to
receiving the fullness of God’s blessings
into your life.

6. Daily surrender your life to the Lord.
That’s your key to making the decisions
and choices that will bring the greatest
benefit to your life, now and in the
future.

7. Be quick to forgive. That’s your key to
experiencing genuine freedom and to

moving forward and upward in your life.

The prophet Jeremiah spoke, “I know
the plans that I have for you, declares the
LORD, plans for welfare and not calamity
to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah
29:11). As you take these seven steps of
faith, you truly will be walking into a great
future and a hope! Not only today and
tomorrow...but forever.

* The Daily Bible in Chronological Order is edited by F.
LeGard Smith, published by Harvest House.
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Notes/ wlas3e ADDITIONAL MINISTRY RESOURCES
BY Dr. MICHAEL YOUSSEF

A Daily Guide To Experiencing Power in Prayer
(16-page booklet) BLO019 $4

Becoming a Confident Christian (128-page booklet)
BKO0012 $7.50

Dealing with Anger the Right Way
(32-page booklet) BL0029

Developing Biblical Spirituality (32-page booklet)
BL0028 $5

Discovering Who You are in Christ (32-page booklet)
BL0026

Enjoying Freedom From Fear (32-page booklet)
BL0025 $5

Experiencing the Joy of Forgiveness (32-page booklet)
BL0020 $5

God’s Design for Marriage (32-page booklet)
BL0017 $5

If God is In Control Why Is My Life Such A Mess?
(213-page softcover book) BK0O11 $15 + $2.95 S/H

Know Your Identity In Christ (32-page booklet)
BL0026 $15 + $2.95 S/H

Know Your Real Enemy (204-page hardcover book)
BKO0010 $15 + $2.95 S/H

Seven Steps in Your Faith Adventure BLO031 $5

The Prayer God Answers (215-page softcover book)
BKO0013 $10 +2.95 S/H

You Can Overcome: Recognizing and Resisting the
Source of Temptation (32-page booklet) BLOO18 $5

To order these resources, call: 800-337-5323
Or online: www.leadingtheway.org
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